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THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM, 


[We have, hitherto, foreborne to discuss the subject of Baptism; 
viewing the different opinions of christians respecting the mode 
and subjects of this divine ordinance, as not essential, however 
important. It has been our leading object, to explain and vindi- 
cate those peculiar and fundamental doctrines and duties of the 
gospel, in which many ef our Baptist brethren are as fully confirm- 
ed as ourselves. 

The following communication from a highly respected corres- 
pondent, is not of a controversial character; and, if we mistake 
not, contains some ideas, which will be new to our readers, of 
whatever denomination. If any one should think them erroneous, 
our pages are open to & candid reply, of moderate length. | 


If people cannot think alike in every respect, with regard to 
the application of water; yet why can they not live, and love, and 
walk as brethren, in the unity of the spirit, and the bond of peace? 
The reason is apprehended to be, that many have not sufficiently 
consulted the Holy Scriptures, to understand what the real desiga 
of baptism is; and of course, make more of it than the scriptures 
do; make that essential to baptism, which the scriptures do not; 
and hence set at naught their brethren, which the scriptures for- 
bid. Or, if they undertake to explain the design of baptism, in 
many instances, they give it a meaning, which the institution nev- 
er did; and of course altogether misapply it. It may not be 
amiss, then, to spend a few pages, in defining the real use, which 
the ordinance of baptism is designed to answer. And 

1. It was not designed to serve as a type of the resurrection of 
the Saviour. This, indeed, is according to the imagination of 
some; but it is imagination only. Had it been designed as a type, 
it might have preceded the antitype; whereas Christ rose from the 
dead, before the ordinance of baptism in the name of the Trinity, 
was instituted. Beside, the types, whatever we are warranted to 
denominate thus, appertained to the legal dispensation. ‘The law 
had a shadow of good things tocome. But when Christ, who was 
the antitype, had fulfilled his ministry upon the earth, the types 
were withdrawn, the shadows fled, and the hand writing of all 
these typical ordinances, was blotted out, being nailed to his cross.* 


“Cor. ii. 14 
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To the Gospel dispensation, therefore, types do not belong; and, 
therefore, the ordinance of baptism to be administered after Christ 
rose from the dead, is not to be considered as having the use of a 
type. 

But does not the apostle say, We are buried with him by bap- 
lism into death; that like as Christ was raised wf rom the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. Rom. vi. 4. Truly he does. But let it be ob- 
served, that this baptism, whatever it may be, in some sense hills 
the subject. He is buried into death. It also revives him. He 
is raised up to walk in newness of life. But all this, it is con- 
ceived, has nothing more to do with water baptism, than that oth- 
er text of the apostle, in which he says, ‘“‘For by one spirit we are 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink in- 
to one spirit.”’ 1 Cor. xii. 13. Our Saviour did not die, when he 
was baptized of John; nor are they drowned, who attend upon the 
ordinance now. It follows, therefore, that being buried with 
Christ by baptism into death, is not water baptism. 

2. It is not the design of baptism to put away the filth of the 
flesh. It may be, that in times of greater ignorance, some may 
have entertained an idéa, so gross as this. “It is hope »d, however, 
that in the present enlightened age, there are none so poorly in- 
formed. And if there were such, the declaration of the apostle, 
must supersede all argument, who says, “Baptism is not the put- 
ting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science.”’ I Pet. iii. 21. 

3. It is not the design of the ordinance of baptism to regenerate 
or to sanctify the soul. To renew the heart of men is the work 
of'the Holy Spirit; and the effect is such as water cannot produce. 
It will readily be granted, that many are regenerated before they 
are baptized; as was the case with Cornelius, Lydia, the ‘alter, 
the apostle Paul, and all others, who are baptized upon the ground 
of their own faith. On the other hand, people may be baptized 
with water, and still be unregenerate; as was the case with Si- 
mon the sorcerer, who, after his baptism, was still discovered to 
be in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity. Nor can it be 
reasonably doubted, that some are regenerated by the grace of 
God, and will finally be saved, who never had the opportunity of 
being baptized with water. This ordinance, therefore, was no 
more designed to serve as the efficient cause of regeneration, than 
to put away the filth of the flesh. 

4. It is not the design of water baptism to be any certain evi- 
dence, that the subject of it is regenerated by the spirit of God. 
If this were the design, then all, who are baptized would be re- 
generated persons as soon as they are baptized; and after bap- 
tism, would bring forth the fruits of holiness. But this, it is evi- 
dent, many baptized persons do not; both such as were baptized 
in their infancy, and such as were baptized in adult years. So 
far is it, then, from being any certain evidence, that all, to whom 
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this ordinance has been applied, are real believers, that unless 
there be exhibited fruits meet for repentance, it is not to be con- 
sidered as any evidence at all. 

5. It is not the design of baptism to be any resemblance of the 
resurrection of the dead. To say this, aside from the considera- 
tion that it has no such resemblance, would be giving it a place 
again, amongst the types; an idea alre ady exploded. No such 
de ‘sign is specified in the se riptures. Some indeed were said to have 
been baptized for the dead: that is, when some, who had put on 
Christ were slain for the testimony which they held; others came 
forward to supply their places, and, in consequence of their testi- 
mony, were baptized and put on the christian profession, and thus 
were baptized, uper for, on aceount of, or instead of the dead. 
And why. says the apostle, should they do this, if the dead rise 
not? W hy should they go forward in the same cause, and subject 
themselves to similar sufferings, and, in regard to the things of 
this life, be of all men the most miserable; if there were no pros- 
pect of the resurrection of the dead, or of a blessed immortality? 
But this is nothing in proof, that the ordinance of baptism, bears any 
resemblance to the burial and resurrection of the body. It is al 
so true, that there is a spiritual baptiom, by which the believer is 
buried with Christ into death, and raised up to walk in newness of 
life: but that is a thing very different, from being buried into wa- 
ter, and then taken out again. The statement, therefore, that 
baptism is designed to be a visible resemblance of the resurrec- 


tion of the dead, is only the assertion of such as please to make 
it, witheut a syllable in the Bible to support it. 

6. Bap ‘tism is not an institntion without any meaning, al ppoint- 
ed merely that christians might yield obedience to it, T his has 
sometimes been suggested; but that any one can be satisfied with 
such a statement is not credible. ‘To command a thing that is of 


no use, does not consist with the wisdom of the lawgiver. It 
would, certainly, be a solitary instance, amongst the institutions 
of heaven. All the rites and ordinances of the ancient dispensa- 
tion, had an important meaning. The institution of the sabbath, 
and the continuance of it under the gx | ] uispensation is desion- 
ed to answer a most useful and benevolent purpose. The Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper is expres sly designed to commemorate 
the great atonement, made by the death of the Son of God. All 
these institutions and precepts of the pel, have some wise ob- 
ject. Aud now is it credible, that the ordinance f bay tism should 
be commanded to be sol mnly administered, in the name of the 
adorable Trinity, when there was no valuable purpose to be an- 
swere a by it? Such representations ar derogatory to the char- 
acter of Ge d, and are made without warrant. 


What then, is the real design of Baplism? I answer, 
1. It serves as a token of God’s everlasting covenant. The 
covenant, which God made with Abraham, is an everlasting cove- 
nant. It comprehends in it all believers. “If ye believe, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
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When God entered into covenant with Abraham, there was a to- 
ken in the covenant instituted, viz. circumcision, which was ap- 
plied to him and his household, as a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had. This covenant, that is, the token of it, 
was in the flesh of Abraham, and of all the families of God’s pro- 
fessing people, throughout their generations, until the time of re- 
formation. Under the present dispensation of the gospel, he that 
enters into covenant with God by faith, is to be baptized. “If 
thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest.”’ The external 
ordinance of baptism, appears to be administered in consequence 
of faith, and is a seal of the righteousness of faith, the same as 
circumcision anciently was. It is administered to a similar sub- 
ject, upon a similar condition, and upon a similar occasion. It 
may, therefore, with great propriety, be considered as a sign, by 
which that sam covenant is ratified and kept in remembrance. 

2. It may represent the necessity of being purified from moral 
pollution. Circumcision, not only served as a token of the cove- 
nant, which Giod made with Abraham and his spiritual seed*; but 
it also represented the necessity of regeneration. Hence such as 
continued impenitent, are styled, in the language of scripture, un- 
circumcised in heart and ears.{ Baptism, also, is not only admin- 
istered to the believer, in consequence of his faith, betokening his 
acceptance in the covenant of grace, but it is, likewise, a very 
striking emblem of the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, 
which God pours out upon his people. Henee God, by the mouth 
of his inspired prophets, promises to sprinkle clean water upon 
them, as an emblem of cleansing them from their filthiness. 
Hence the figure, “‘the washing of regeneration.”? And hence the 
apostle in another place speaks of those, whose hearts were 
sprinkled from“an evil conscience and their bodies washed with 
pure water. From all which, it appears, that the Holy Ghost 
considered the application of water to the body, as a fit emblem to 
represent the necessity of sanctification. 

3. Baptism may serve as a figure of our salvation. Of this, a 
great variety of things have been used as figures. Noah’s ark, 
it seems, was one. As ail who were in the ark, and who had fled 
to it for refuge, were saved from the flood; so all who are in 
Christ, having fled to him as their refuge, are saved from the del- 
uge of God’s wrath, which shall come upon the impenitent. “By 
the like figure baptism doth now save us:’”’ That is to say, as bap- 
tism is a token of God’s covenant, and an emblem of the sanctifi- 
cation of the spirit; so it is a figure of the salvation of all such, as 
are the subjects of that sanctification, which Baptism represents 
the necessity of; or of such, as are the true spiritual seed, to 
whom the promises are made. And inasmuch as it is a divine in- 
stitution; whenever it is attended upon, agreeably to its real ra- 
ture and design, it is the answer of a good conscience towards 
Godt Itmay also be observed, 

4. That the administration of baptism is designed to keep in re- 


*Gal. iii. 29. tActs vii. 561. $I Pet. iii. 21. 
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membrance, the great doctrine of a Trinity of persons in the God- 
head. This is a doctrine which lies at the foundation of all our 
hope. - And yet it is a doctrine, which is known only by revelation 
—a doctrine, which through unbelief, men are exceedingly prone to 
forget and to call in question. Aecordingly, it was thought prop- 
er, by the great Head of the Church, that it should be continually 
brought into view, every time the ordinance of baptism is adminis- 
tered; that it might be kept in perpetual remembrance, not only 
that there are ‘ three that bear record in heaven, which three are 
one;’ but also that each person of the sacred Trinity, had an im- 
portant part to act, in eoncerting, and in carrying into execution, 
the work of our redemption. ‘Teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Mat. xxviii. 19. 

These are the real uses of Baptism. And when these are un- 
derstood, the ordinance will not be deemed useless, or unimpor- 
tant, by any one, who esteems it a privilege to enter into covenant 
with God, or who has any belief in the doctrines of grace. For 
what believer would not wish to keep his eye forever fixed upon 
the token of God’s mercy and covenant faithfulness? Who, 
that has any sense of the infinite evil of sin, and of the depravity 
of his own heart, would not wish forever te keep ia mind the wash- 
ing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost? Who, 
that has ever had a desire to be saved with an everlasting salva- 
tion, would not highly prize every thing, which stands, by the ap- 
pointment of God, as a figure of that salvation? Or who, that has 
any faith in the covenant of redemption, and who feels the need of 
the office-work of each of the persons in the adorable Trinity, 
would not be delighted in hearing the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, distinctly named in the ordinance of baptism? Sure- 
ly the design of the ordinance is altogether worthy of the infinite 
wisdom of the divine institution. 


[ To be concluded. | 


A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A CALVINIST AND A SEMI CALVINIST. 
{ Concluded from page 309. | 


Calv. I have aimed to keep the scripture in view in all I have 
said on this subject, and think I have made what is there revealed, 
the foundation of all my reasonings and arguments on the points; 
and, that I have been, through the whole of our conversation, 
‘‘ reasoning with you out of the scriptures.” From the seriptures 
we learn that the glory of God ought to be our ultimate and high- 
est end: that we are commanded to seek his glory in all we do, 
and therefore are forbid to desire or pursue any thing which is con- 
trary to his highest glory; and required to submit to any thing and 
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desire it may take place, which is most for his glory. Therefore, 
on supposition it be most for his glory that I should not be saved 
but lost: I ought to submit, and not desire to be saved. 

Again, the scripture teaches us that we ought to be all submis- 
sion to the will of God, and always to be disposed to say from the 
heart, “not my will but thine be done.” ‘Therefore on supposi- 
tion it is the will of God to cast me off, I must say heartily, “‘thy 
will be done.’’ Not tosay and feel so, is to rise in rebellion against 
God. 

Moreover, the scripture requires us to love our neighbors as our- 
selves. If I do so, and am willing God should cast any of my fel- 
low men into hell forever, for his own glory and the general good, 
which I must be, unless I rebell against his revealed will; then I 
must be willing to be cast off myself, if this be necessary to an- 
swer the same ends. 

These are the reasons and arguments by which I have endeav- 
ored to prove what I have advanced: And is not this arguing from 
scripture? All those passages of scripture which teach us to make 
the glory of God our supreme end—to be all submission to his will, 
without making any exeeption, and to love our neighbor as our- 
selves, all which it is difficult and needless to mention, do prove and 
really assert the doctrine I have affirmed. 

Besides, 1 have introduced the express words of Paul, strongly 
expressing this to be his wish and desire with respect to himself, 
might this be the means of saving his brethren. 

The words of Eli express the same sentiment, | Sam. ii, 18, 
‘6 It is the Lord; let him do what seemeth him good.’ This he 

says with respect to God’s awful threatening “That he would 
judge his house forever, and that he had sworn » that the iniquity of 
Eli’s house should not be purged with sacrifice nor offerings forev- 
er. And does not David express the same thing when lie says, 
2 Samuel xv. 26, “* But if he thus say, Jhave no pleasure in thee: 
behold, here am I, let him do to me, as seemeth good unto him.” 
Does he not resign his whole interest, tempora | and eternal, to 
God’s pleasure, without making any condition? If he say, I have 
no pleasure in thee, is not this to east him off forever? és Behold, 
here I am, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him.” How 
could he express this sentiment in plainer and more strong lan- 
guage? 

Semi, But what advantage will this be to me, or any one else? 
If it be true, I see not that it is a point worth contending about, 
or what will be the benefit of understanding and believing it? 

Calv. I may ask you, sir, what benefit there is in opposing it, 
if it be not true? It is Tepresented as a very hurtful and wicked 
doctrine; and if I am not mistaken, you eonsidered it in this light 
in the beginning of our conversation upon the subject. In this 
view, you thought it of importance to oppose it. And if it be true, 
the contrary error must be as wicked all hurtful as this would be, 

were it not true. The truth will bear examination, and ought not 
to be given up, beeause some do not understand it, and do oppose 











































































1832 A Dialogue. 
it. It certainly can do no one any hurt to believe it; but may be 
of great service, if rightly improved; and the contrary error, I be- 
lieve to be of a very bad tendeney. Suffer me to illustrate this, in 
a few words 

A denial of this truth, and most of the arguments to support such 
denial, do misrepresent the nature of disinterested benevolence, 
and are really a deniabof the existence of any such thing: And it 
is sapposed that selfishness is justifiable, and not opposed by real 
christianity; but that christians are warranted to act, and must 
act from selfish principles. This, I think, is evident, from what 
has been said on this subject, and most of the objections you have 
made. This tends to give a wrong idea of true religion, and to 
encourage ,/rofessed christians in the indulgence of a selfish spirit; 
and to think themselves christians, while their feelings and exer- 
cises are in direct opposition to true christianity: And this way of 
thinking, as I think, discovers a contractedness of mind, so it tends 
to contract it more and more, and to sink it down to a narrow and 
low way of thinking and eye , contrary to that enlargedness of 
mind and nobleness of soul, with which real christianity inspires, 
and which is implied in disinterested benevolence. 

And it is implicitly a denial of the eternal damnation of any of 
mankind. For, as has been observed, if we love eur neighbor as 
ourselves, which is necessarily implied in true holiness, and we are 
unwilling to be damned ourselves, when this is necessary to an- 
swer the same ends, to answer which they are damned; then we 
cannot acquiesce in their damnation; nor ‘ought any in heaven or 
earth to be willing that there should be any such thing as damna- 
tion. Consequently, there can be no such thing, consistently with 
the inclination of any holy being. But if this unwillingness to be 
damned ourselves, when this is as necessary for the glory of God 
and the genera] good, as that any of our fellow men should be damn- 
ed, is owing to selfishness, and an exercise of that affeetion which 
is contrary “to loving God supremely, and our neighbor as ourselves; 
then this justifies selfishness, as has been observed, and justifies 
the christian in avowing it, as a good and holy principle; by which 
he is willing others should ‘suffer that for the glory of God, which 
he is not willing to suffer were it necessary to answer the same 
end: And, in short, cares not what becomes of his fellow men, or 
of God’s honor, if he can but be safe and happy. Surely that doc- 
trine which embraces and supports one of these alternatives, and 
does really avow the latter, and justifies all the selfishness in the 
world, and supposes there is no such thing as disinterested benevo- 
lence, i is a very dangerous and hurtful doctrine, and tends to root 
all true religion out of the world, 

On the other hand, the doctrine which I have endeavored to ex- 
plain and vindicate, tends to the advantage of christians many 
ways, which advant: uges naturally come into view, by attending to 
what has been said, of the evil consequences of the opposite doe- 
trine. 

It is suited to enlarge the mind of the christian, and to extend 
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his ideas and thoughts to objects which are great and immense, 
and to wake up the feelings and exercises of disinterested beney- 
olence, of supreme love to God, and regard to the general good, 
which ‘swallows up and forgets. his own personal intere st, as noth- 
ing, in comparison with these grand objects. This will help him, 
in the best and easiest manner to distinguish between true re lig- 
ion and false: and to obtain, and maintainethe evidence in his own 
mind, that he is a friend to God, and has that benevolence in which 
holiness does summarily consist. 

This will prepare him to acquiesce in the eternal destruction of 
those who perish, and even to rejoice in it, as necessary for the 
glory of God, and the greatest good of the whole, in the exercise 
of that disinterested benevolence, which makes him to be willing 
to be one of that sinful, wretched number, were this necessary to 
answer these ends. 

This will prevent his preaching, or talking in that selfish way 
about religion, which too many ministers, and others do; or indulg- 
ing selfish affections, under the notion of their being the exercise 
of true religion. 

A belief of this doctrine, and exercises answerable, will bring 
and keep in view, true, unreserved resignation to the will of God, 
and prevent one’s deceiving himself, with an imagined resignation 
which is not true resignation, but the exercise of wicked selfish- 
ness, and impiety; and with whic h many are deceiving themselves. 
For instance, when a parent loses a dear and ovly child, he is re- 
signed, and willing his child should be taken from him by death, 
it God will make u happy forever. This condition spoils the re- 
signation, and it expresses no true regard to Ged, but only a re- 
gard to his child: which the most selfish parent has, as well as 
the most benevolent. So one who thinks himself a christian, is 
willing to be poor and despised, to be sick and suffer great pain, if 
it may work for his good, and God will make him acrnaie happy 
at last; and thinks this true resignation, and that in a high ‘ena 
uncommon degree. Whereas thig is not real resignation to the 
will of God, and expresses nothing but selfishness, in making God 
a tool to answer our own selfish ends. He will consent that God 
should make him happy, and answer his ends, and is willing to be 
in his hands ow no other condition. ‘This expresses no true regard 
to God, or the general good. To conclude, the christian who be- 
lieves this truth, and has feelings and exercises answerable to it, 
with pleasure gives himself into the hands of God, and rejoices that 
he and all things are in his hands, and that he will glorify himself 
by all men either in their salvation or damnation, and says to God, 
‘* if it be most for thy glory that I should be cast off, thy will be 
done, ** Father glorify. thy name.” I have no condition to make, 
let God be glorified, and his ‘kingdom be most happy and glorious, 
whatever becomes of me.’’? And the stronger and more clear these 
exercises are, the greater evidence he will have, when he reflects 
upon them; that he is a true friend to God, and that it is most for 
his glory, and for the greatest general good, that he should be 
perfectly holy and happy in his kingdom forever. 






































Methodistic Instructions. 


From the New-York Evangelist. 
METHODISTIE INSTRUCTIONS. 


Mr. Editor—The terms mourn and mourning, are never ap- 
plied in the bible to convicted sinners, nor are they used in any in- 
stances, so far as I have examined, to express that distress which 
is felt under conviction, or to any manifestation of it. They are 
applied to persons who have been afflicted with the loss of friends 
—to the distress of christians, who mourn the bidings of God’s 
face—to pious persons, who suffer under some persecutions—to 
those faithful friends of Zion, who mourn over her languishing 
rig and in view of the blindness, sin and danger of lost souls— 

to the distress of the wicked in he I, and to the truly christian peo- 
itent. When the bible says, ‘“Turn ye even to me with all your 
heart, and with fasting and with weeping and with mourning: and 
rend your hearts and not your garments’’—it commands unfeign- 
ed, genuine, unreserved repentance. But to do this isto bea 
sristis in. When the apostle James says, “Cleanse your hands 
ye sinners and purify your hearts ye double minded. Be afflicte d, 
and mourn, and weep; let your lau ghter be turned into mourning 

-he commands tbat, which if performed, would render any and 
every person a genuine christian. ‘To be’a real mourner for sin, 
therefore, is to be a real and humble christian. 

Our Methodist brethren look upon those persons, whom they 
call mourners, to be christians, or they do not. If they are not 
christians, it is because they cannot be such, or because they will 
not. If they cannot be christians, they are certainly not to blame, 
and may mourn th at they have to deal with a God, who commands 
what we are incapable of performing. If they can and will not 
become the hearty and humble followers of Jesus Christ, then they 
are not mourners, unless it be in the same sense in which the 
damned in hell are mourners. ‘They may lament that they can- 
not bring God to their terms—that the terms of the gospel are 
such as they hate, and call God cruel and vindictive, that he will 
not give them re ligion, peace and comfort, while they cherish their 
idols ° self righteousness and self complacency, or in other words 


heir rebellion. 


d 
ch 


» 


Should a christian parent undertake to humble and correct with 
the rod a disobedient and stubborn child, what should we think of 
the other children, or members of the family, should they stand by 
and pity the unyielding rebellious son, calling him a poor mourner 
and a poor pe ma nt? What should we think, if they should inter- 
fere and beg of him to desist, assigning as reasons ‘that the child 
had shed so many tears—uttered so many groans, and been so 
long uader eorrection—the child all the while conde emning the fa- 
ther as wrong, and justifying himself as right? Would ‘not such 
interference strengthen the child in his wicked opinions and im- 
pressions—would it not sustain the child in his resistance, and op- 
pese or overthrow the father’s object? Would it not be taking 
part with the child against the father? Certainly it would. All 
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the father asks is his submission; and would it not be more diffi- 
cult to obtain his submission in this case, than it would be, should 
they take part with the father? The application of this simile, to 
the condition of those convicted sinners, who are pitied as mourn- 
ers and penitents, is easy—they are perfectly parallel cases. 

Why the Methodists, in the revivals in the region of the eountry 
where I labor, oppose immediate submission, or the doctrine of 
immediate repentance and reconciliation to God, is to be accounted 
for on the ground of their mourning and seeking system. That 
all Methodists deny the doctrine of immediate submission is not 
true; and I am pleased in stating the fact. But hundreds of wit- 
nesses can testify, that they have positively asserted from the pul- 
pit, that sinners could not repent and become christians now if 
they would, and have openly contradicted those ministers who as- 
serted the contrary. And I can name instances and places, where 
revivals have been broken up by their opposition to this doctrine, 
and by their joining with antinomian Baptists in preaching against 
it. 

The very nature of repentance shows that it is instantaneous in 
its commencement, God commands all men to repent now, or 
immediately. ‘The case of the thief on the cross exemplifies this. 
So does the instance of the three thousand on the day of Pente- 
cost—the five thousand the same afternoon or the next day—and 
the jailor, who the same hour of the night was awakened, convict- 
ed, converted and baptized. 

The bible says, “‘ Submit yourselves to God.’’ How long time 
does a child need to submit to its parent? But a moment. The 
bible says, “‘Acquaint now thyself with God and be at peace.’’— 
Can we become acquainted with God experimentally, and be at 
peace with him now? ‘Now is the accepted time, and now is the 
day of salvation.”” Can we be accepted now, and can this pres- 
ent moment be the period of salvation? Is God willing it should 
be? Then is the seeking system a delusion. 

The phrase secking religion is an absurdity. To seek the 
Lord, and the kingdom of God and his righteousness, is command- 
ed, and can be done; but the other cannot be, unless we consider 
the words Lord and religion synonymous. Seeking the Lord is 
religion itself. Se eking the kingdom of God is bei ing religious; 
for certainly religion and the “kingdom of God” does not mean 
the same thing. As our Methodist brethren do not believe in im- 
puted righteousness, I suppose they will not contend, that in seek- 
ing God’s righteousness, we aim at any transfer of moral character 
but merely to be like God, and to obtain salvation according to 
his method, and on his terms. But to seek these is to serve God 
— is to be religious—to love and to exercise religion. To apply the 
texts, “Blessed are they that mourn, Blessed are they that hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness,” to convicted sinners, I believe 
is a perversion of the word of God; and the phrase ‘‘unconverted 
penitents”’ is a contradiction in terms. Mourners in Zion, ac- 
cording to the bible, are trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord and not convicted sinners 
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I am acquainted with instances, where the mourners or seekers 
have been called to the altar, and requested to kneel to be prayed 
for; and were told when they oblained peace to rise from their 
knees and take their seats. After being on their knees until they 
were almost ready to faint, they would retire to their seats, while 
there names were taken as converts, and they were solicited to 
join the class. ‘These are facts, and the names of persons, places, 
dates, &c. can all be given. 

That many good Methodists would condemn such things, I have 
no doubt; while others, rather than say that Methodists ever erred, 
would deny or justify them. it may be said in this case, as in an- 
other simitar one, ‘The leaders of this people cause them to err, 
and they that are led of them are destroyed,” which | have no 
doubt is true in many instances. Yours, 

A Travetine PreacHer. 


THE SUPPOSED BURNING OF THE WORLD. 

[We copy the following from the N. Y. Evangelist, to excite 
enquiry, and elicit remarks from our correspondents. At present, 
we hazard no opinion of our own upon the subject. | 

Mr. Editor—I am often surprised to see with what confidence 


men speak of a time when the earth is to be burned up, and many, 
perhaps all other worlds and suns destroyed. In my humble esti- 


mation God has predicted no suchthing. The passages from which 
the notion of such destruction is derived seem mere ly illustrations 
—figurative predictions of moral changes. None of them are in 


the least degree stronger than others, re spe cting whose application 
to moral and political changes there can be no dispute. Jehovah 
says, by the mouth of Isaiah, ‘‘Bebold I create new heavens and 
a new earth, and the former shall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind.”’ Isaiah ixv. 17. But here the introduction of the 
christian dispensation is evidently intended, as any one may see 
from the context. ‘The 22d verse of the following chapter de- 
clares the permanence of the new heavens and earth, and if inter- 
preted as are the passages quoted in support of the sentiment un- 
der discussion, would directly overthrow it. 

The Prophet Nahum says of God, (chap. i. 5,) ““The moun- 
tains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at 
his presence, yea the world and alli that dwell therein.” This 
passage is unquestionably figurative. [t illustrates the mighty 
power and awful holiness of God, but refers to no effect upon the 
material earth. Specimens of similar language used figuratively 
might be quoted to any extent. 

The third chapter of the second epistle of Peter contains the 
strongest passages in support of the sentiment which I am consid- 
ering. But they are evidently figurative. The* thing taught is, 
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that God will at some time change the state of the world, by de- 
stroying wicked persons, and creating a new heaven and earth 
by introducing a holy state. Whether this earth will continue to 
be inhabited by holy beings forever, we are not informed. Wheth- 
er any considerable change in the course of nature will take place 
is equally uncertain. No passage in scripture seems to predict 
any great change in the material universe.—What may take 
place no one can tell unless God reveal it. 

My attention has been turned to this subject by an article in 
the Evangelist of January 7, when a literal interpretation of 
these passages in the Epistle of Peter seems reliedon. I recol 
lect an anecdote from missionary ground, where a similar vir 
excited much astonishment, as we il it might. An American mis- 
sionary informed a native at Calcutta, that the earth is at some 
time to be actually burned up. For one J should be astonished at 
such information. ‘The reader may think me too confident. Did 
I suppose any one who had examined the principal figurative ex- 
pressions of the bible would oppose me, I might give the argu- 
ments for my belief in full. But it seems like gratuitous labor. 
The sentiment now epposed has been current, and many take it 
up without investigation. If it be unfounded, much speculation 
might be saved to theologico-cosmogonists. If well founded, will 
any one adduce the proof? C 

Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 


OBITUARY. 

The following is extracted from the Christian Mirror of January 
5th. If our limits would permit, we should be glad to copy the 
article entire. 

Rev. Cuartes JENKINS was born in Barre, Ms. in 1786; ex- 
perienced Freligion during a revival in Williams College, at which 
he graduated in 1813, after which he spent several years in giv- 

ing ‘classical instruction, as preceptor of Westfield Acade my, and 

Tutor in W. College—was settled in the ministry in Green- 
field, Ms. in 1820; and again in Portland in 1825. He de- 
parted this life, after a short illness, on Thursday morning last, 
aged 45 years. 

His mind was, preeminently, of an original cast. His thoughts 
were his own—were shaped by his own reflections—-were associ- 
ated in his mind by lawsin some respects peculiar to himself—and 
were exhibted in language of great richness, strength, and beauty. 

His mind was amaziogly fertile. He had no beaten track— 
no hackneyed topics—no worn out figures—-no favorite forms of 
expression—no stereotyped phrases to be scattered through every 
performance, and by their perpetual recurrence to lull attention 
and annihilate interest. No one was further removed than he 
from the too common habit of falling into the same train of thought, 
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and the {same method ef illustration, whatever were the topie with 
which he set out. When he raised his voice in supplication to the 
Fatker of Spirits, no fellow worshipper could anticipate the form 
or the matter of the next petition. When he named his text, no 
hearer could anticipate the mode of treatment which it was to re- 
ceive; and no one in the issue had reason to be dissatisfied. The 
first sentence of the introduction arrested attention, and put the 
minds of hearers into a posture of inquiry, from which they were 
soon relieved by the developement of a truth or principle, then ev- 
idently involved in the text; but which, till then, not oné in ten, 

probably, had ever recognised. The ‘dinetvition ot this principle 
was attended in the minds of bis auditory with the same process 
of attention, inquiry, conviction. There was a freshness, an un- 
looked-for range of thought or mode of reasoning in most of his 
discourses, which regaled the mind, at the same time that they 
commended the truth to every man’s Conscience, and imparted in- 
tenser ardor to all the holy affections. Still, there was no strain- 
ing after novelties, or unusual modes of expression. In him was 
no affectation, ne extravagance—all was the spontaneous o fisprivg 
of his mental structure and intellectual habits. 

A rich poetical fancy, with which he was endued, contributed 
much to that ‘‘infinite variety’? of mental resources, which he had 
ever at command. ‘To this must be attributed his ‘unusual power 
of combination, which never failed to invest the most common top- 
ic, in his hands, with all the interest of a new subject. It has 
seemed to us, that when warmed with his theme in the progress 
of composition, the sentiments of his heart have dropped spontane- 
ously fom his pen in the measure, the language, and the imagery 
of first-rate poetry. If this has not often been ‘the case, he had 
access to some poets, of whose works we are ignorant. 

But the vigor of his intellect was exceeded by no other quality. 
He seemed adequate to any mental achievement within the range 
of human possibility. He could seize a subject with a giant’s 
grasp, and especially any appertaining to the philosophy of mind 
or to his profession, and analyze it with the skill of a master, and 
point out its relations and uses with the clearness of light. T hough 
he was a diligent student and composed his sermons with much 
care, he could yet answer any unexpected call, without special 
pre paration. The most power ful efforts, those in which the most 
overwhelming effects were produced on bis auditory, have been, in 
several instances, those when he spoke on a sudden emergency, 
when the circumstances of the case must have precluded all premed- 
itation. Here too he nsed the same dignified style of utterance, 
the same elevated, bold, striking, select, and forcible language, 
which characterised his written compositions. 

But it was the glory of his character, that he ‘gloried in the 
cross, and counted all his talents and acquisitions but loss, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord;’ that they 
were all sanctified and devoted to his Maker and Redeemer. He 
had great simplicity of aim; and seemed ‘determined to know, 
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This was the great business which absorbed his soul; and with so 
rare a combination of qualities for exerting a moral power, no 
wonder that he was successful, especially as the Lord wrought 
with him. The number known to be converted under his ministry, 
though by no means small, does but very inadequately exhibit the 
extent of his influence. He was one of those men who are raised 
up for the church universa),—receiving little, except from God, but 
imparting much in every circle with which he mingles, and partie- 
ularly to his ministering brethren, by which the prosperity of the 
church is advanced. 

He was a faithful preacher. He not only declared the whole 
counsel of God, but he did it in a manner the most clear and dis- 
criminating. His sermons were searching beyond description. 
O, how did he unmask the hypocrite, ‘disguise himself as he woul: }’: 
how rend away the false refuges, be neath which sinners entrench 
themselves; how trace and expose the windings and deceits of the 
human heart; how shew transgressors their ways! He brought 
the torch of truth as it were into the sinner’s soul, that he might 
see his condition and charater in the sight of God. Sinners trem- 
bled,—they often complained, that the prea acher was harsh and se- 
vere; and, finding that there was no peace to the wicked .in the 
presence of such a reprover, sometimes left his ministrations, by 
which their, consciences were so greatlywisturbed, and probably 
are now in the condition of the man among the tombs, ‘seeking 
rest and tinding none.’’ Christians, too, under his preathing were 
often brouglt into doubt of themselves, ‘and | led to examine anew 
the foundation of their hope; but on the review they have reason 
to say, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend.’”? Though he dwelt 
much on the claims of God and the Redeemer, he did not withhold 
the exhibition of divine mercy. Free grace, redeeming love, 
sounded from his lips in the melting accents of one whose heart 
had felt its subduing, peace-giving, and constraining power. 


INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract of a letter from Rev. Daniel Temple, Missionary at 
Malia, to the Editor of the Christian Mirror. 

Every Christian must rejoice and ought to rejoice that the way 
is evidently preparing to destroy the face of the cove ring-that has 
for so many centuries been cast over alj the people of these countries, 
and the veil that has been spread over all these nations. Ani ig- 
norant unprincipled priesthood has long been accustomed to say to 
these nations, Bow down that we may go over; and they have 
laid their body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went 
over, But happily within the last ten years Popery has lost more 
than it has done in as many centuries before, and should its losses 
be multiplied in the same ratio for twenty years to come, there 
can then remain little more than the fragments of its wreck. In 
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and to make known nothing, save Jesus Christ and bim crucified ;’ 
the mean time every devout Christian will be constantly praying 
that God would send forth his commandment upon earth ‘and cause 
his word to run swiftly. One generation of errors may pass away; 
but unless the influence of divine truth prevent it, another genera- 
tion of them willcome. Pagan Rome fell, and papal Rome rose 
in its stead. Which of them is the worst, it would perpaps be 
difficult to decide. Both were corrupt and corrupters. As the one 
has faded and fallen like a star from the firmament, so doubtless 
will the other, and how soon we cannot pretend to predict.” 

Jews’ Societies. —The Jews are scattered over every quarter of 
the globe. ‘The whole number is estimated at 2,700,000.—Eu- 
rope, 1,644,000; Africa, 480,000; Asia, 542,000; Polynesia, 
2,000; America, 32,000.—Total, 2,700,000. 

Although they originally spoke the Hebrew language, yet now 
in their dispersed condition, being in different countries, they speak 
the Arabic, Italian, German, Polish Jew Dialect, and Turkish. 
Various means have been used, both in Europe and America, to 
direct them to the only Saviour. 

The London Jews’ Society was formed about 1818.—The sole 
object of this society is the conversion of the Jews to christianity. 

The Philo Judaean Society was instituted in 1827, for the pur- 
pose of circulating the whole Bible, and religious Tracts among 
the Jews, giving lectures, establishing day and Sabbath schools, 
for adults and cbildren. 

Boston Female Jews’ Society was formed about the year 1815. 
The object of this society is, the promotion of christianity among 
the Jews, by circulating religious instruction of all kinds among 
them. There isa number of auxiliaries connected with the seci- 
ety. The Society has a fund of $2,470, the income of which has 
been appropriated for some time past for the education of Jewish 
children at Bombay, the circulation of Tracts among the Jews in 
Palestine, and in the support of a student, preparing to labor as 
a missionary among the Jews. 

The American Jews’ Society was formed in New York, 1820, 
for the purpose of ertablishing an asylum in the United States, 
where christian or converted Jews might resort, from all parts of 
the world, and in this way avoid the dreadful persecution of their 
unbelieving countrymen. ‘This society owns a farm in New Paltz, 
on the west side of Hudson River, of 500 acres 100 cleared, with 
a good house and other necessary buildings. Their funds amount 
to $15,000. The Rev. Dr. Rowan is now in the employ of the 
society as an Agent.—V. H. Obs. 

A resolution passed the Senate of Louisana, the 16th. inst. au- 
thorising the Governor to purchase a gold medal and offer the same 
to the Hon. Edward Livingston, as an acknowledgement, on the 
part of the state of Louisana, for the code of criminal and civil law 
presented to the State by the Honorable Gentleman 
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TERMS OF THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 
. Eighteen numbers of 16 octavo pages each, are issued year- 
ys one and two a month, alternately. 
The price is $1 a year, in advance; or $1 25, after three 

Soak 

3. A liberal discount is made to Agents, and to those whe take 
and pay for six copies, or more. 

4. No paper will be discontinued, except at the option of the 
proprietor, till arrearages are paid, 


BC PAll letters to the Editor or Publisher, “except from Agents, 
must be post paid, 


~ | 


AGENTS. 

RnopDE-Istanp. Providence—William Marshall & Co. No. 
12, Market-square. Pawtucket, (North Providence)—Joseph 
MelIntire, Bookseller. 

Massacuusetrs. Boston—Dea. James Loring, Bookseller, 
No. 132, Washington-street. Taunton—Deacon "John Reed. 
New-Bedfrd—Stephen Potter, Reading—James Weston, Jr. 
Amherst—Thomas Hervey. Falmowth—Capt. Silas Weeks. 

ConNECTICUT. Ashford—Rev. Israel G. Rose. 

New-York. Paris—Charles Simmons. 

All those ministers, who receive the Magazine, are authorized 
and requested to act as agents. 


Bc" We regret that this number is several days too late, owing 


to circumstances which we could not control. We hope to be punc- 
tual in future. 


PostaGe or THIS Parper.—Under 100 miles, 1 cent: Over 
100 miles 1 1-2 cents. 
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CORY & BROWN, 17 Market- street, have for sale a gen- 
eral assortment of religious, miniature books, among which are 
Daily Food—Mrs. Rowe’s Devout Exercises—Comlorts of Pie- 
ty—Daily Piety---Gems of Piety—-Gems of Sacred Poetry---Dew 
Drops---Daily Crumbs---Directions to Persons just commencing a 
Religious Life---Daily Scripture Expositor, Se. &c. together with 
a variety of new and standard Theological works. 

Providence, March 26, 1832. 


BOOK & JOB PRINTI ING. 
WILLIAM MARSHALL & Co. No. 12, Market-square, 4th 
story, respectfully inform the public that they have just added to 
their stock of materials, an entire new office, selected with great 
care by a ge ontleman whe contemplated prosec suting the printing bu- 
siness in this town. This being added to their “former large as- 
sortment of materials, makes an extensive variety, and enables 
them to offer very great advantages to persons who may want any 
kind of Letter Press Printing done in good style, and at short no- 
tiee. Providence, Oct. 1831. 





